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                    READING

Merit Badge Requirements

1) Do EACH of the following:


A) Lean how to search your library’s card catalog or computerized catalog by author, title, and subject.

B) With the assistance of your merit badge counselor or a librarian, select six books of four different types such as poetry, drama/plays, fiction, nonfiction, biographies, etc.).  Ask your librarian or counselor about award-winning books that are recommended for readers your age and include at least one of those titles.

C) Find the books in the library catalog.  With your counselor’s or a librarian’s assistance, locate the books on the shelves.

D) Read each book.  Keep a log of your reading that includes the title of the book, the pages or chapters read, the date you completed them, and your thoughts about what you have read so far.  Discuss your reading with your counselor.  Using your log as reference, explain why you chose each book and tell whether you enjoyed it and what it meant to you.

2) Read about the world around you from any two sources – books, magazines, newspapers, the Internet (with your parent’s permission), field manuals, etc.  Topics may include sports, environmental problems, politics, social issues, current events, nature, religion, etc.  Discuss what you have learned with your counselor.

3) Do ONE of the following:

A) From a catalog of your choice, fill out an order form for merchandise as if you intended to place an order.  Share the completed form with your counselor and discuss it.

B) With your parent’s permission, locate at least five Web sites that are helpful for your scouting or other activities.  Write the Internet addresses of these sites in your log.  Talk with your counselor or a librarian about safety rules for using the Internet.

4) With your counselor’s and parent’s permission, choose ONE of the following activities and devote at least 4 hours of service to that activity.  Discuss your participation with your counselor.

A) Read to a sick, blind, or homebound person in a hospital or in an extended-care facility.


B) Perform volunteer work at your school library or a public library.


C) Read stories to younger children, in a group or individually.

Worksheet Created by: Rob Greenland – robgreenland@juno.com

Requirement 1
Learn how to search your library’s card catalog or computerized catalog by author, title, and subject.  Give a brief description of how to use the library card or computer to find a selection: ________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

With the assistance of your counselor or librarian, select six books of four types (such as poetry, drama/plays, fiction, nonfiction, and biographies).  List your selections below.  
________________________________________          ________________________________________

________________________________________          ________________________________________

________________________________________          ________________________________________

Ask your librarian or counselor about award-winning books that are recommended for readers your age and include at least one of those titles: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____ Find the above listed books in the library catalog.

_____ With your counselor’s or a librarian’s assistance, locate the books on the shelves.

Read each one of the books you selected.  After you are done reading them use the area below to explain why you chose the material, whether you enjoyed it, and what it meant to you.

Book 1: ___________________________________          Pages OR Chapters Read: __________          Date Completed: __________

Your thoughts about what you have read so far: _____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did you select this book? ___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the book about and what did it mean to you? _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you enjoy this book?  YES     NO

Book 2: ___________________________________          Pages OR Chapters Read: __________          Date Completed: __________

Your thoughts about what you have read so far: _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did you select this book? ___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the book about and what did it mean to you? _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you enjoy this book?  YES     NO

Book 3: ___________________________________          Pages OR Chapters Read: __________          Date Completed: __________

Your thoughts about what you have read so far: _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did you select this book? ___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the book about and what did it mean to you? _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you enjoy this book?  YES     NO

Book 4: ___________________________________          Pages OR Chapters Read: __________          Date Completed: __________

Your thoughts about what you have read so far: _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did you select this book? ___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the book about and what did it mean to you? _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you enjoy this book?  YES     NO

Book 5: ___________________________________          Pages OR Chapters Read: __________          Date Completed: __________

Your thoughts about what you have read so far: _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did you select this book? ___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the book about and what did it mean to you? _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you enjoy this book?  YES     NO

Book 6: ___________________________________          Pages OR Chapters Read: __________          Date Completed: __________

Your thoughts about what you have read so far: _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did you select this book? ___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the book about and what did it mean to you? _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you enjoy this book?  YES     NO

Requirement 2
For this requirement you have been asked to read two books or material from any two sources about the world around you.  Use the area below to write your thoughts or take notes on your reading.  Discuss the two readings with your counselor.

Reading #1:

Name of Book or Source: __________________________________________

Topic: ______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reading #2:

Name of Book or Source: __________________________________________

Topic: ______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Requirement 3
You have been given two options for this requirement.  Select and complete one of them.

If you selected Option A:

From a catalog of your choice, fill out the application as if you intended to place and order, and discuss it with your counselor.  Attach a copy of the order form to this worksheet.

If you selected Option B:

With your parent’s permission, locate at least five Web sites that are helpful for your scouting or other activities.  Write the Internet addresses of these sites below.

Site: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Site: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Site: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Site: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Site: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____ Talk to your counselor or a librarian about safety rules for using the internet.  Have them initial here after you have completed this requirement.

Requirement 4
You have been given four options for this requirement.  Select and complete one of them.

If you selected Option A:

Read to a sick, blind, or homebound person, in a hospital or in an extended-care facility.

Who did you choose to read to? ________________________________________    

Why did you select this person? _________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe your experience.  How long did you read to them, how often, what books, etc: _____________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you selected Option B:

After perform volunteer work at your school or public library, describe your experience: ____________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you selected Option C:

After reading stories to younger children, in a play group or individually, describe your experience.  Tell what books you read and to whom they were read to.  Also, why did you select this younger person or group? __________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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